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BREAKING — Council Approves Downtown Plaza
with $8.4 million price tag

By Dan Gray - May 10, 2021

Concept drawing of ice rink at proposed Civic Plaza ( City Agenda )

After a lengthy debate including a few councillors who suggested the cost was at the “upper
limit of where they were comfortable” council approved the project unanimously.

This is the last time it will come to council unless the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund

Corporation doesn’t approve the $2 million contribution the city is counting on to help fund
the project.
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Mayor Christian Provenzano was supportive of the project although he did understand the
concerns about the costs.

I do think that there’s certain elements of the project that if we're not going to do them
when we can’t afford to do them, we shouldn’t move forward with it. So I do think there’s a
scope where Councillor Shoemaker points out that we are at a limit now, as far as an
appetite to spend, we also have to make sure we're doing with the money we're spending is
being spent, not worthwhile away,” said Provenzano.

"I think that project that’s before you is, is the project that we need to do if we're going to
do a project about in that respect, I think it's important that we do a project,” he noted.
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Councillor Matt Shoemaker and a few others were concerned about the cost as well as a few
other aspects.

"I think this is stretching the limits of where we are prepared to go in terms of cost, I think
any higher and I would struggle to support it even at this cost, I would say I'm struggling to
support it. I do understand the need. And the purpose for a Downtown Plaza,” said
Shoemaker.

“At at some point, we're gonna have to draw the line on costs, we're at that point. While I'm
hesitate to supported at this point, if any of the proposed funding doesn’t come through, I
don’t think I will hesitate not to support it,” he continued.

Sault Ste. Marie is home to a NOHFC office, if you are in support or against this decision
and want your voice to be heard, you could reach out to them at AskNOHFC@ontario.ca.

Stay with SaultOnline as we bring you more information about this developing story.

Dan Gray

A native of Centre Wellington, Ontario, I have worked as a freelance journalist all over the province of
Ontario. Most recently I ran a local news page in my hometown of Fergus, Ontario. I look forward to
bringing my experience covering breaking news, municipal matters and general interest stories to the team
at Superior Media and communities we serve.
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