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Amazon pitch 'speaks our language'

Friday, October 13, 2017 10:40:53 EDT AM

Ward 3 Coun. Matt Shoemaker attends a meeting at Civic Centre in August 2017.
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Matthew Shoemaker is talking the language of Strive: Young Professionals
Group.

The Ward 3 city councillor wants online giant Amazon to locate its second
corporate headquarters in Sault Ste. Marie. The campus would employ 50,000
Thinking big” is what the group of young professionals does, said vice-chair
Greg Lefave in an email.

‘As a group that is very interested in seeing the city diversify, grow and expand
we feel like this type of initiative on behalf of Mr. Shoemaker really speaks our
language,” said Lefave.

Strive is penning a letter of support backing Shoemaker's pitch. Some member
are writing their own letters from their own businesses.

‘We have reached out to let Mr. Shoemaker know we are prepared to help with
the bid in any way we can,” said Lefave. “We wish (the city) the best of luck in
capturing this bid. It will be a great accomplishment and well-deserved for our
city.”

Shoemaker met with Strive members on Friday afternoon.

Cities interested in hosting Amazon's second headquarters have until Thursda:
to submit their proposals.
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