
The Remote Control Car Club Facility will get a permanent home next spring – at least temporarily. 
After a lengthy debate Monday, council voted in favour of allowing the club a pilot project that will allow it to lease the Wilcox Park tennis courts.
The short-term agreement, not to exceed two years, will be penned in the coming months with the club taking possession of the unused tennis
courts early next spring. 
The Wilcox Park tennis courts were chosen as the potential site to develop a lease agreement by city staff because it fit criteria needed by the
club. Other nearby tennis courts are also in the vicinity, council was told. 
A usage survey conducted earlier this year on the court showed that only two people used the facility during a half-hour period of more than 80
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hours of observation, a staff report states. 
The tennis courts are enclosed with a chain link fence that can be locked by the club so the equipment can remain set up at all times. 
Marty Charron, president of the Sault Ste. Marie Remote Control Car Club, said the 10-year-old club is looking of a permanent home for the
growing hobby. 
The sport has been growing over the years and is expected to continue to do so in the future, he said. A permanent facility will go a long way to
enhance that growth. 
The not-for-profit club operated out of the former Alexander Henry school, but can no longer do so because of renovations to transform the
building into a new school. While the hard surface was ideal for cars, the weekend rebuilding and tear-down of the 6,000-square-foot tracks –
which takes up to four hours – was not, he said. 
Charron said the club's plans are to upgrade the surface of the tennis court to better accommodate the sport, with tracks and equipment left
there for the entire season, from about mid-April until mid-October. 
“It's a simple, fun experience,” he told city council. 
The remote control cars do not operate with gas and the facility would only be used between dawn and dusk. 
The club has teamed up and held events for both Essar and Tenaris family day activities, Rotary Club activities and its own events. 
“Our idea is to revitalize part of the community and with a facility that may not be used as much as it once was,” he said. 
But neighbourhood residents are opposed to converting the public space into a locked facility for the private club. 
While Vera Beagan and Wendy Olar admit the tennis court hasn't been well used this past season, it is utilized by neighbourhood families for
basketball, catch, teaching bicycle riding and rollerblading, among other things. 
A petition with about 160 signatures opposing the Wilcox Park location was presented to city council. 
Residents raised concerns about changing a public park into a private club, increased traffic and parking, the needs for washroom facilities and
the noise the activity will create. 
In addition, neighbours also raised concerns about insurance, liability and additional trash in the area. 
“This is a proposal to put a race track in a public space,” Olar said. “We don't believe it belongs here. We believe there should be a spot found
elsewhere in the city for this club to operate.” 
A motion to defer the matter until the next week to allow the club time to hold a demonstration for the neighbourhood on the site was defeated.
Ward 2 Coun. Sandra Hollingsworth, who voted against the motion, insisted council should adhere to the wishes of the 160 residents who
signed the petition. 
“I cannot disregard that,” she said. “And I'm not comfortable converting a free tennis court used for other neighbourhood activities to a club that
has a membership without programming or access to programming to help the less fortunate in this community.” 
Ward 3 Coun. Matthew Shoemaker countered that the tennis courts had new usage and they should be repurposed. 
The petition received by council was also “misleading,” he said, suggesting the entire park, not just the tennis courts, would be closed to the
public. 
Ward 2 Coun. Susan Myers said she's looking forward to the results of the pilot project. 
She said council receives the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee's agenda and minutes of meetings and council knew this was being
looked at. 
“This is a community facility,” she said. “It belongs to the whole community and it's not being utilized,” she said of the tennis courts. 
Myers was in favour of repurposing the courts by allowing a community group to use it. 
“I'm most interested in seeing how this will go. We need to expand our use of our facilities,” she said. 
Ward 4 Coun. Rick Niro, although he initially wanted to see a demonstration completed for the community, voted in favour of establishing the
lease agreement while his wardmate, Lou Turco, did not. Ward 5 Coun. Marchy Bruni also voted against the motion. 
Those who supported the motion included Mayor Christian Provenzano and councillors Steve Butland and Paul Christian (Ward 1), Susan
Myers (Ward 2), Matthew Shoemaker (Ward 3), Frank Fata (Ward 5), Joe Krmpotich and Ozzie Grandinetti (Ward 6). 
Those against includes Hollingsworth, Judy Hupponen (Ward 3), Turco and Bruni. 
The recorded vote was passed with a 9-4 vote. 
 
 

 

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssQccdnMTsX6GiGQj2iat0M31empQrVVtoXxnHOfDtlAFnAdbYqiL58ETGCHthfPzWmweN1BvC1yBIRa328nc--a_qRqPF1lJj3ZAza84Zn2nMwqL0tSUFqETydJfjgdIEV8JZq5QKzeQgwmCJwDLSQgXLMtV_Zd5TQ9dxRYRRzuMoR9OEqgehCBZBGePt1Dc3gQ2Hbvb42lP_IWMs4XlFhk1jHPUXsK3Z_uZEPX5XG5EsxgWi8Gf1kSlEAJyQ7xgPvyKI1pN6RhlM1Eb4k1ZRXvqw3sq4babuTXVIhked1-sau8enAdEDBkpeG3tttMHO0pvgelYFZRGo1lPm9G0gKXHE3f1Nhz8bf7HUMF6Eya8bFIEz9rK4EzCKcxy5iIt6WDrfQ9lWLJt0uh2ZHGkFt83HZJ_GjYpPpG3KAwI75pOe-j7SwsE9HUyJ7UM0PbAcIrXLrnQr51UKeFZBsZDHzUdvfG0YmDuoZsnXubRTvDHq-bmp-i-wJx7vxLe0lDpCG9ebR5nwVAcB0bmdlIPkkEemABZ0xCZ9fYYUPXA4EwCQyWK2-gwyVDKChiTqUSJdXVy3oqO3ciaygEtPhhCIWkO6n0iko7AGQsr3SX7O3RMRRFgzukWt7-3U6brs8J1Q10Z4D3Qoo8edpy-jynVFGBoEIVqZTmNPXXkWQyEfmgB-Ql767xVh6pGP8k-Dl0F0a_Eo18O1JQaxizV4yRscvGddYCucYbQnwZ9MCgaxnt3TWexWUYqNgiRXaWjtXMigEqRfEHuCPjA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBzNHJ-oKcML&urlfix=1&adurl=https://apply.mbna.ca/applicationform/generateApplicationForm.htm%3Fsrc%3DCQPA01%26locale%3Den_CA


 

This Week's Flyers

 

HOVER FOR FLYER HOVER FOR FLYER

http://flyercity.saultstar.com/?p=saultstar&chrome=nohead&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_15745&utm_term=title&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://flyercity.saultstar.com/?p=saultstar&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1331704&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_15745&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_106&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://flyercity.saultstar.com/?p=saultstar&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1287412&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_15745&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_2571&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://flyercity.saultstar.com/?p=saultstar&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1331704&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_15745&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_106&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://flyercity.saultstar.com/?p=saultstar&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1287412&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_15745&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_2571&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://flyercity.saultstar.com/?p=saultstar&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1331704&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_15745&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_106&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://flyercity.saultstar.com/?p=saultstar&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1287412&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_15745&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_2571&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0

