B OP-ED: Holiday corrects years of historical oversight

Renaming civic holiday celebrates legacy of Sir Wllha
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On Monday, August 3, 2015, for the
first time, Sault Ste. Marie celebrated
Sir William H. Hearst Day on the hol-
iday formerly referred to as the Civic
Holiday. Some people have asked
what the point of naming the holiday
Sir William H. Hearst Day was and the
answer is a simple one: civic pride.

Sault Ste. Marie is proud of its past
and its place in the history of Ontario
and Canada. We rightfully honour
people of significance like Dr. Rob-
erta Bondar, Francis H. Clergue and
many others. Honouring these pio-
neers is the Sault’s way of acknowl-

edging citizens that reach beyond our
local borders to impact the province,
the country and in some cases, even
outer space.

However, for years one of Sault Ste.
Marie's most eminent residents was
overlooked. Sir William H. Hearst
had nearly no local recognition and
that was an historical oversight that
needed to be addressed.

Hearst was first elected Member
of Provincial Parliament for Sault
Ste. Marie in the election of 1908.
In Hearst’s second term, he was
appointed Minister of Lands, Forrest
and Mines, and he doubled Ontario’s
size by negotiating the addition of
the District of Keewatin to Ontario.
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